


LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022 ELECTIONS

VOTERS THINKCLIMATE ACTION IS IMPERATIVE

After winning the November 2020 election with the most ambitious
climate policy platform in history, the Biden Administration

and Democrats in Congress sought to execute their bold climate
vision during their first year in power. As the anniversary of
Joe Biden’s inauguration approaches, it is clear that 2021 was a
landmark year not only for federal climate action, but also for
the shifting public narrative on climate change - the politics of
climate have changed. Throughout the year, Data for Progress and
Climate Power conducted a series of national polls that captured
a growing consensus among voters about taking action to combat
climate change and creating a new clean energy economy.

As the fight continues to pass the Build Back Better Act, and
with the midterms just over the horizon, here are five key
trends we observed from 2021 that will impact 2022.



1. VOTERS ARE INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOU 1 IPA OF

CLIMATE CHANGE AND EXTREME WEATHER.

From ice storms in Texas to record rainfall in New Jersey to infernos and drought in the
West, countless extreme weather events impacted Americans from coast to coast. The Yale
Program on Climate Change Communication observed a dramatic increase in the share of
Americans who are worried about climate change. Data for Progress and Climate Power found
that over three-quarters of all voters (78 percent), including majorities of Democrats,
Independents, and Republicans, think that future generations will be more impacted by
climate change. An overwhelming 83 percent of voters under 45 express this concern.

Voters are very concerned about the impacts
of climate change on future generations
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Support for the Build Back Better plan
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Building upon his campaign pledge

to “Build Back Better,"” in spring
2021, President Biden introduced the
sweeping American Jobs Plan to combat
the climate crisis, rebuild America’s
crumbling infrastructure, cut costs
for families, and create millions of
new, good-paying jobs. While many of
the infrastructure elements of the
American Jobs Plan were included in the
bipartisan Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act that was signed into law
in November, key climate and clean
energy provisions were folded into the
Build Back Better framework that has
yet to pass Congress.

While President Biden’s approval
rating has decreased significantly
since the start of 2021, support

for Biden’s climate and social-
spending plans has remained remarkably
consistent. Data for Progress and
Climate Power polling on the Build Back
Better plan in March, April, June, and
October of this year found widespread
support for the plan when voters are
informed of its investments in climate
and clean energy. Other pollsters,
such as Monmouth University, have
observed a similar trend.



3. CLIMATE CHANGE IS A
(WINNING ISSUE

Climate change has become a core issue

in the Democratic Party. As congressional
negotiations over the bipartisan
infrastructure bill and the Build Back
Better plan reached a fever pitch, Data
for Progress and Climate Power surveyed
voters in eight frontline congressional
districts to assess voters’ opinions
toward climate action. We found that a
majority of voters in each district -
including voters in toss-up districts
like IA-03, ME-02, and AZ-01 — said it was
important for Congress to make additional
investments beyond the bipartisan
infrastructure bill to combat climate
change and create clean energy jobs.

Voters in frontline districts want Congress to
take action and address climate change

How important or not important do you think is that lawmakers in Congress make
additional investments to address climate change and extreme weather, create clean
energy jobs, and reduce pollution?
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4.VOTERS WANT TO TRANSITIONTO
CHEAP AND RELIABLE CLEAN ENERGY.

Throughout fall 2021, Americans started
feeling pain at the pump as global energy
prices rose. Amid concerns around rising
energy prices, Data for Progress and
Climate Power found that voters widely
support investments in clean energy.
Moreover, we found that some of the Build
Back Better plan’s most popular climate
and clean energy proposals are those that
impact energy prices. Among the policies
that voters think are most important to
pass are investments to improve energy
efficiency, subsidies for new clean energy
projects, lowering the costs of electric
vehicles for consumers, and phasing out
subsidies for fossil fuels.

Voters want to pass the Build Back Better
plans key clean energy proposals

Please indicate how important or not important you think it that Congress passes
each of the following policies included in the Build Back Better plan:
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5. LAWMAKERS SHOULD
EMBRACE BUILD BACK BETTER Voters would prefer voting for a candidate who

TO DELIVER TANGIBLE WINS FOR supports the Build Back Better plan
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Lawmakers in Congress must respond to this critical climate moment and pass
the Build Back Better Act immediately. Voters will cast their ballots based
on legislators’ ability to get climate action done heading into the midterms.
As Data for Progress and Climate Power observed throughout 2021, the politics
of climate have changed and voters across party lines are growing more
concerned about the impacts of climate change. Moreover, climate action has
increasingly become a pillar among the voters who delivered President Biden
his victory in 2020. Our leaders cannot afford to wait to act, and they
should heed the demands of the electorate to take action on climate change.




