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Clean water is a basic human right, and the federal government has a responsibility 
to maintain sustainable, clean water infrastructure systems across the country. 
The American Jobs Plan (AJP) allocates $56 billion to support state and local 
water infrastructure programs through a series of grants and loaning programs. 
The AJP also allocates $10 billion to eliminate toxic PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances), which the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has identified as an 
urgent health concern, from our water supply. The White House has endorsed the 
Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Act of 2021 introduced by Senator 
Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), a bipartisan piece of legislation that recently passed the 
Senate and would allocate a $35 billion fund to states and tribes to improve their 
water infrastructure systems. 

AS OF 2016 

5,300+ water systems were in violation of EPA's lead and copper rule

States only 
took action 

817 
times

The EPA only 
took action 

88 
times

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/biden-administration-looks-set-to-target-forever-chemicals-as-3m-warns-about-onerous-regulation-11611604742
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SAP-S.-914.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/914
https://grist.org/article/long-overdue-the-senate-just-passed-35-billion-for-clean-drinking-water/
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Addressing lead contamination in our water system is a top priority in the AJP. Lead exposure poses 

serious health risks, especially for children and pregnant women. According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), even minimal amounts of lead poisoning can cause significant, lifelong 

neurological damage to children and induce low birth weights or premature births in pregnant women. 

Due to decades of government inaction, millions of Americans remain exposed to lead in their water, 

with low-income communities of color most disproportionately impacted. The crisis in Flint, Michigan 

that began in 2014 after thousands of children were exposed to lead could have been prevented by 

federal action to remove and replace outdated lead drinking water pipes. Without federal intervention, 

similar crises will likely occur in the future. 

The AJP aims to address this injustice through an investment of $45 billion into EPA drinking 

water (WIIN) grants to replace 100 percent of the nation’s lead water pipes and service lines. The 

aforementioned Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Act of 2021 would begin the process of 

removing some lead pipes. Though the passage of this bill is an encouraging first step, lawmakers should 

make investments to ensure every American—no matter where they live—has access to clean drinking 

water.

Data for Progress consistently finds that ensuring all Americans have access to clean drinking water is 

one of the most popular climate and environmental justice policies that we poll. Over three-quarters 

of likely voters (78 percent), including overwhelming bipartisan majorities of Democrats (87 percent), 

Independents (75 percent), and Republicans (72 percent), support the AJP’s proposal to remove and 

replace all lead drinking water pipes to ensure all Americans have access to clean drinking water.

https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water#health
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water#health
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/lead/health.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/prevention/pregnant.htm
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20170808.061398/full/
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/flint-water-crisis-everything-you-need-know
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/flint-water-crisis-effect-on-children-60-minutes-2020-03-15/
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/drinking-water-grants
https://www.dataforprogress.org/memos/voters-back-the-american-jobs-plan

