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From online schooling to telehealth doctor visits, the virtual challenges posed by 
the coronavirus pandemic have proven that access to reliable high-speed internet is 
a necessity in the 21st century, not a luxury. As such, the government has a duty to 
secure universal broadband so that no one gets left behind in the digital age. Tens of 
millions of Americans remain without access to reliable internet services, with rural 
areas, particularly tribal jurisdictions, being hit the hardest. The American Jobs Plan 
(AJP) seeks to bridge America’s digital divide through an investment of $100 billion 
to expand broadband internet access across the nation. This proposed investment is 
more ambitious in scope than the $94 billion Accessible, Affordable Internet for All 
Act proposed by Representative Jim Clyburn (D-SC) and Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN).

To lower costs for consumers, the AJP’s broadband proposal also calls for investments in municipal 

broadband services to facilitate competition between internet service providers (ISPs) and increase 

pricing transparency for consumers. Increasing competition between ISPs to lower consumer costs 
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https://thehill.com/opinion/technology/490151-how-covid-19-is-proving-the-urgency-of-delivering-universal
https://www.fcc.gov/about-fcc/fcc-initiatives/bridging-digital-divide-all-americans
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/06/673364305/native-americans-on-tribal-land-are-the-least-connected-to-high-speed-internet
https://www.fastcompany.com/90625547/biden-infrastructure-bill-broadband-subsidy
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7302
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7302
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/03/biden-broadband-plan-will-be-hated-by-big-isps-welcomed-by-internet-users/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/03/biden-broadband-plan-will-be-hated-by-big-isps-welcomed-by-internet-users/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2021/04/03/biden-infrastructure-plan-100-billion-broadband-internet-proposal/7074754002/
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is key because exorbitant internet service prices form a barrier to access for many Americans. 

These policy changes, coupled with robust federal investments, have the potential to transform rural 

communities and allow for Americans across the country to succeed in the digital age. 

The AJP’s broadband proposal enjoys overwhelming bipartisan support. Three-quarters of all likely 

voters (75 percent), including a majority of Democrats (87 percent), Independents (75 percent), and 

Republicans (62 percent), all support the AJP’s proposal to expand broadband internet access to reach 

all Americans.2 Additionally, this proposal enjoys broad backing among rural (73 percent support), 

suburban (77 percent support), and urban (72 percent) voters. 

https://cepr.net/broadband-in-the-us-is-slower-more-expensive-than-in-most-oecd-countries/

