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Introduction
For years, politicians from across the political spectrum have decried America’s “crumbling 

infrastructure” without much — if anything — to show for it. At the same time, the climate crisis, 

wealth inequality, and racial injustice have intensified, with women, low-income communities, 

communities of color, and other frontline communities bearing the brunt of these inequities. The 

moment of intersecting crises we live in demands ambitious and equitable investments in our nation’s 

physical and human infrastructure. The American Jobs Plan (AJP) not only addresses the present need 

to rebuild our nation, but also prepares for a stronger, safer, and more equitable future.

Following the passage of the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, the AJP extends beyond the bounds 

of “traditional” physical infrastructure proposals to address issues related to the workforce, home care, 

childcare, and housing. Moreover, it reinforces President Biden’s consistent emphasis on addressing 

climate change by creating millions of new good-paying jobs. As its name promises, the AJP will create 

employment opportunities by fortifying critical physical and human infrastructure. It commits to 

strengthening our transportation and water systems, while also supporting the care economy by more 

fairly compensating home care workers. These kinds of intersectional policies represent the climate, 

jobs, and justice framework advocated for by leaders in the progressive climate movement.

Recognition of the climate crisis is weaved into nearly every aspect of the AJP. To decarbonize the 

country’s physical infrastructure, the AJP will fund retrofits for housing, schools, and commercial 

buildings. Additionally, the AJP stipulates that disadvantaged communities will benefit from at least 40 

percent of the plan’s investments and reimagines exclusionary systems of the past such as zoning laws.

In sum, the AJP weaves complementary pursuits of climate action, jobs, and justice, spreading 

progressive optimism nationwide. Furthermore, Data for Progress polling finds that voters broadly 

support all of the major progressive priorities in the American Jobs Plan that will advance climate, 

racial, and economic justice. Even when shown negative messaging against these provisions, we find 

that voters still overwhelmingly back the ambitious investments in the American Jobs Plan that will 

engender President Biden’s promise to ‘Build Back Better’. The following analysis sheds light on the 

political landscape of the key pillars included in the AJP and shows that the ambitious, equitable 

investments in our human and physical infrastructure are widely popular across the country.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/american-rescue-plan/
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

	⊲ From May 7 to 11, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,204 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±3 percentage points.

	⊲ From May 5 to 6, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,328 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±3 percentage points.

	⊲ From April 22 to 28, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 3,031 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±2 percentage points.

	⊲ From April 21 to 25, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,703 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents with oversamples in West Virginia and Arizona. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely 
voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±2 
percentage points.

	⊲ From May 5 to 23, 2021, Data for Progress conducted six national surveys comprising a total of 7,518 likely voters 
nationally using web panel respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, 
education, race, and voting history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±1 percentage points.

	⊲ From March 10 to 12, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,566 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±2 percentage points.

	⊲ From March 12 to March 14, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,199 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±3 percentage points

	⊲ From May 19 to 21, 2021, Data for Progress conducted a survey of 1,319 likely voters nationally using web panel 
respondents. The sample was weighted to be representative of likely voters by age, gender, education, race, and voting 
history. The survey was conducted in English. The margin of error is ±3 percentage points.
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