
Gabriel Bankman-Fried  
Ethan Winter

August 2021

Support For Investing 
in Pandemic 
Preparedness is 
Resilient to Partisan 
Arguments



SUPPORT FOR INVESTING IN PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS IS RESILIENT TO PARTISAN ARGUMENTS 1

As part of a survey of likely voters nationally fielded from late July into early August, Guarding Against 

Pandemics and Data for Progress tested support for investing $30 billion in pandemic preparedness 

funding. We find high levels of support for this proposal, with levels of support matching the result of 

a survey conducted earlier in July. In addition, support remains robust even when the proposal is tested 

with partisan framing and exposure to arguments in favor of and against the proposed investment. 

Lastly, the increased prevalence of the Delta variant provides crucial context to these findings and the 

urgency of investing in pandemic preparedness. The spread of the Delta variant is a development likely 

voters are attentive to and concerned about. 

To start, we asked likely voters if they would support or oppose investing $30 billion in pandemic 

preparedness. Among all likely voters, this proposal is supported by 51-percentage-points. Looking at 

attitudes among self-identified partisanship, we find that Democrats, Independents, and Republicans 

support this by margins of 75-points, 54-points, and 19-points, respectively. 

https://www.filesforprogress.org/datasets/2021/8/dfp-gap-pandemic-preparedness-aug2-toplines.pdf
https://www.dataforprogress.org/memos/voters-support-investing-in-pandemic-preparedness
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We then reasked the same question, this time noting that it’s a proposal that Democrats in Congress 

are making. We find that even when this partisan frame is introduced, support remains robust. Among 

all likely voters, investing in pandemic preparedness is supported by a 44-point margin. Democrats, 

Independents, and Republicans support this proposal by margins of 75-points, 43-points, and 6-points, 

respectively. 
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We then tested to see how support for this proposal would withstand arguments both for and against it. 

We find that investing $30 billion in pandemic preparedness retains majority support. By a margin of 

25-points, likely voters support it. This includes majorities of Democrats and Independents, who support 

the proposal by margins of 71-points and 23-points, respectively. While a majority of Republicans 

oppose this investment, nearly one-third (32 percent) support it.   
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We then sought to identify which arguments in favor of investing in pandemic preparedness likely 

voters find most persuasive. We tested three arguments: one highlighting the dollar cost of the 

pandemic, another argument which stressed the damage of the coronavirus pandemic specifically to 

seniors, and a third argument centered on competition with China — drawing inspiration from how 

Senator Todd Young (R-IN) describes the purpose of the Endless Frontier Act.

We find that a plurality of likely voters (47 percent) find the argument about the dollar cost of the 

pandemic to be most persuasive. Sixty-four percent of Democrats find the cost argument to be most 

persuasive, as well as a plurality of Independents (44 percent). Republicans are roughly divided into 

quarters: 28 percent, 25 percent, and 25 percent find the cost, seniors, and China argument most 

persuasive, respectively; 23 percent of Republicans aren’t sure. 

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/11/what-might-covid-cost-the-u-s-experts-eye-16-trillion/#:~:text=A%20pair%20of%20Harvard%20economists,and%20contact%20tracing%20that%20would
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/what-share-of-people-who-have-died-of-covid-19-are-65-and-older-and-how-does-it-vary-by-state/
https://www.young.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/young-schumer-unveil-endless-frontier-act-to-bolster-us-tech-leadership-and-combat-china
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One likely driver of support for funding pandemic preparedness is high levels of concern about the 

Delta variant of the coronavirus. Forty-nine percent of likely voters report having heard a lot about 

it recently, including 58 percent of Democrats and 50 percent of Independents. In contrast, only 38 

percent of Republicans report having heard a lot about the variant. 
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We then asked about voters’ concern about the Delta variant. Overall, a plurality (48 percent) of 

likely voters say they are “very concerned.” A majority of Democrats (67 percent) and plurality of 

Independents (40 percent) say they are very concerned. Among Republicans, 30 percent say they are 

very concerned, while a plurality (40 percent) say they are somewhat concerned.

Investing in pandemic pandemic preparedness is popular among likely voters, and support for the 

proposal withstands partisan arguments. When making the case for the proposal, stressing the cost 

of the coronavirus pandemic is an effective rhetorical tool. Comparing this $30 billion investment to 

the financial damage of the coronavirus, which cost the U.S. $16 trillion, can represent a prudent, fiscal 

investment to likely voters. The emergence of the Delta variant adds urgency to the need to invest in 

preparation for a possible future pandemic. 
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